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Vlad Sokhin WARM WATERS




PREFACE

For many people in the Pacific, ‘climate

change’ is not just a catchphrase, it is a re-

ality. From rising sea levels, super cyclones,

weather pattern changes, and coastal erosion

to permafrost thawing, coral bleaching, de-

forestation, animal migration pattern chang-

es, and disrupted hunting and fishing, the

sustainable ways of life for many areas of the

Pacific, the largest region on our planet, are

in great danger. The consequences of the cli-

mate crisis in the Arctic regions of Alaska and

Russia are no different to those in the South

Pacific. Everyone is affected by it.

When I first started working on Warm Waters

in 2013, I intended to show how climate

change is affecting Papua New Guinea. Slowly,

the massive evidence of climate change’s

effects in the Pacific overwhelmed me. The

project expanded. Covering 18 territories of

the region, Warm Waters came to stretch from

the northernmost tip of the United States in

Point Barrow, Alaska, to the southernmost

islands in the Pacific.

Oceania and the Arctic are not very easy to

operate within. With tiny islands and remote

coastal villages scattered across an immense

body of water, access is exceedingly difficult.

Most people have never even heard of these

places. Yet, this is where people are experienc-

ing firsthand the harsh impact of a changing

climate, something the people of the devel-

oped world are not yet undergoing. Many sci-

entists and researchers now agree that climate

change is caused not only by natural events




but also by increased human activity. The more

we have overloaded nature, the more disbal-

anced it has become. Warm Waters visually ex-

plores climate change as a process of action

and reaction. It reminds people that the Earth

is ultimately indestructible and resilient, but

that it responds in measure to how we treat it.

Gathering the photographs I took over eight

years, the purpose of this project is to open

a window onto this part of the world to see

what climate change looks and feels like.

Some of these places have already changed a

lot since I first took these pictures. Some will

never recover and may be lost entirely.

Warm Waters documents the devastation

caused by three super cyclones in the Pa-

cific that hit Vanuatu, Tuvalu, Fiji, Northern

Mariana Islands, and the Federated States of

Micronesia in 2015-2016. It also shows how

coastal erosion and permafrost melting ruins

indigenous towns and villages in Alaska and

the Russian Kamchatka Peninsula. The project

reveals inundated areas of Tuvalu and Kiri-

bati during high tides and the deforestation

and logging in Papua New Guinea. And much

more. Nature’s stunning beauty and people’s

resilience were steady features over the sev-

eral years I shot this project. This is reflected

in the book. Beyond journalistic doom and

gloom, Warm Waters shows people’s strength

and readiness to adapt and overcome; their

joy as life continues for another day. Nature’s

dignity and beauty speaks for itself.

I invite you into this exploration of 18 countries

and territories of the Arctic and the Pacific:

Alaska (USA), Kamchatka and Commander

Islands (Russia), Northern Mariana Islands,

Guam (USA), Palau, Federated States of Micro-

nesia, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Kiribati, Tuva-

lu, Timor-Leste, Papua New Guinea, Solomon

Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, Samoa, Tokelau (New

Zealand), and Niue.

The photographs are deliberately arranged

by tonal narrative, not geography. You may

see an image of boat captains drinking vodka

during a storm in the Russian Far East beside

an image of a sinking cemetery from the Mar-

shall Islands. This causes the compartmental-

isation of ‘region’ and ‘territory’ to disappear

and highlights the understanding that climate

change is global. No matter where you are,

you can and will likely be affected. Images

are a universal language and so the photo-

graphs themselves lead the narrative. Jour-

nalistic captions can be found at the end of

the book. Speaking through pictures, Warm

Waters does not intend to be another book

for ‘interested readers’, but offers a window

for compassionate seeing and feeling.

As you journey through Warm Waters, look

not just through the lens of the photographer,

but also through the eyes of those who live

and experience climate crisis on a daily basis.

This is a vehicle for meeting the corners of the

planet and the people who live there. These

are our neighbours.

Travel safely.

Vlad Sokhin, spring 2021



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CAPTIONS

Tabomatang, 8, swims 

in muddy water during

high tide in Tebungi-

nako Village, Abaiang

Atoll, Kiribati. The

country’s government

says Tebunginako is a

‘barometer for what

Kiribati can expect in

the future’. Since the 1970s,  the village’s

residents have seen the sea levels rise and

erosion has meant that a major part of the

village has had to be abandoned.

Tebunginako, Abaiang Atoll, Kiribati, 2016

The Pacific Ocean coastline of the Kamchatka 

Peninsula in the Russian Far East.

Russia, 2016

Steller sea lions resting on the rocks of Grot- 

to Island in Kenai Fjords National Park, Alaska.

According to the US National Science Founda-

tion, Steller sea lion populations declined by

over 80% between the late 1970s and early

1990s in the western Gulf of Alaska and the

Aleutian Islands. Changes in water tempera-

tures, ocean currents, and other oceanograph-

ic variables influenced the survival and distri-

bution of assemblages of species that are

consumed by predators such as sea lions.

Melting glaciers and sea ice in Alaska led to

the mass migration to the coast of walrus-

es and sea lions in 2015. Usually living and

breeding on the ice, the animals were forced

to seek refuge on the beach, as the ice was

too thin to sustain them, or even absent.

Alaska, USA, 2016




Melting ice of the Arctic Ocean near Point 

Barrow, the northernmost point of the Unit-

ed States. Rising temperatures affect local

nature and wildlife, forcing polar bears and

other sea-dependent animals to change their

habitat and hunting habits.

Alaska, USA, 2016

Teafua Tanu Islet of Tokelau is used by 

Fakaofo Atoll’s residents as a Catholic ceme-

tery. Different islets in the chain of atolls have

been designated for different purposes – be it

agriculture or to serve as pigsties or cemeter-

ies – while the country is the first in the world

to produce all its energy needs from renew-

able, solar, resources.

Tokelau is a ‘non-self-governing territory’

administered by New Zealand. It is located

between Hawaii and New Zealand and has

a total population of approximately 1500

people. Over the past two decades, Tokelau

has proven extremely vulnerable to climate

change and rising sea levels owing, partly,

to its being a small land mass surrounded by

ocean, and its location in a region prone to

natural disasters.

Tokelau (New Zealand), 2016

A plastic chair next to a dying tree on a shore

of Tebikenikoora Village in South Tarawa. The

village has lost many trees due to high tides.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2014

A view from an aeroplane of the Funafuti 

Atoll, Tuvalu.

Tuvalu has a population just over 10,000 peo-

ple, most of whom live in the country’s capital

Funafuti. Increasing urbanisation, along with

climate change, poses big threats to this tiny

Pacific country. Migration from the outer is-

lands to the main island of Fongafale is placing

increasing pressure on water supplies and land

availability, while employment opportunities in

the small formal sector are limited. Moreover,

stronger ‘king tides’, salt water intrusion into

the groundwater, and extreme weather events





are making this island nation one of the most

vulnerable countries in the world.

Tuvalu, 2015

An aerial view of Majuro International Air- 

port, which is located on Majuro Atoll in the

Republic of the Marshall Islands.

The Marshall Islands comprises two chains

of coral atolls, together with more than 1,000

islets. It is on average just two metres above

sea level. The country faces an existential

threat from rising sea levels with some pre-

dictions claiming that the islands will be

swamped by the end of the 21st century.

Majuro, Marshall Islands, 2016.

A flock of seabirds flying over the Pacific

Ocean near Fakaofo Atoll in Tokelau.

Tokelau (New Zealand), 2016

Youths swim to a fisherman’s boat in order 

to secure some scarce fish. Due to the 2015-

2016 El Niño making conditions too rough for

many fishermen to venture out, there was a

shortage of fish at the time. Many families

waited at the shore for hours. When they saw

a fisherman’s boat approaching they sent

their fastest youth to swim to the boat to get

as much fish as they could. Then they brought

it to the shore and paid for it.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2016

Peia Kararaua, 16, swims in the flooded area 

of Aberao Village that is located in Tarawa 

Atoll. Kiribati is one of the countries most

affected by rising sea levels. During high tide,

many villages become inundated, making

large parts of them uninhabitable.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2014




Children standing in the waters of the Pacific 

Ocean on Niue Island.

Alofi, Niue, 2016

Anastasia and Anna stand knee deep in the 

sea posing for their boyfriends’ pictures on

the seafront in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.

Kamchatka, Russia, 2016

A house on stilts built over a polluted ‘bor- 

row pit’ in Eton, a community located on the

edge of Funafuti. The settlement is threatened

on one side by the ocean’s waters and tide

surges and, on the other, by ‘borrow pits’

filled with stagnant saltwater (these pits are

where sand and rocks were excavated by the

American military during WW2 in order to

build a runway). The pits are a dump for the

polluting refuse that is increasingly clogging

the islands and are a health hazard for those

living alongside the pits.

Funafuti Atoll, Tuvalu, 2015

The people of Fale Village in Fakaofo Atoll 

spend much of their leisure time in the cool

water of the lagoon. They usually chat, smoke

cigarettes and eat raw fish with coconuts.

Tokelau (New Zealand), 2016





A dog walks in a fishing camp on the banks of 

the Bolshaya River.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

Simanu, 25, enjoying the water in Moata’a 

Mangrove Reserve, one of the biggest long-

standing wetland ecosystems on Upolu Island

of Samoa. The Samoan Government supports

many local communities through the replant-

ing of mangroves, protecting people and their

livelihoods from rising sea levels and coastal

erosion.

Samoa, 2016

A Yup’ik girl lies on a patch of grass on the 

eroded riverbank in Newtok Village. Her vil-

lage, Newtok, loses about 30 metres of coast-

al land every year.

Alaska, USA, 2016

Residents of the South Tarawa in Kiribati

bathing in the lagoon. Although many sea-

walls protect the tiny islets of the atoll from

rising sea levels, some of them are being con-

stantly destroyed by high tides.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2014



Nathan Tom, 32, and his five-year-old son Ty- 

son walk along the rapidly eroding coastline.

Nathan’s house is located close to the side of

erosion and soon it will collapse.

“Soon the water will come so close to my

house that I’ll be able to shoot seals right

from my window, if they turn up,” Nathan

jokes. He says that every year the villagers

put pegs into the ground several dozen me-

tres from the cliff. Almost every year the pegs

collapse into the ground due to erosion. This

year the peg was hammered in Nathan’s

backyard.

Newtok Village, Alaska, USA, 2016

Teenagers riding bicycles on the beach next 

to the destroyed apartment blocks of the

so-called 2nd Base, an area of Oktyabrsky

Settlement that is heavily affected by coastal

erosion. Since the 1970s, the sea has been

claiming the land and destroying part of the

settlement. A college, a gym, several homes

and other buildings have disappeared under

water.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

Residents of Ebeye in front of one of the gov-

ernment buildings. Ebeye Island, an area of

only 0.36 square kilometres, has a population

of more than 13,000 people, many of whom

were relocated from other atolls as a result of

nuclear testing that the American military

began to conduct post WWII. Ebeye loses its

land due to coastal erosion and rising sea

levels. It became subsequently overpopulated

and is informally known as the ‘slum of the

Pacific’.

Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands, 2014





A head of the Fakaofo Police Department rais-

es the Tokelauan flag at the start of a parlia-

mentary session. Seven policemen patrol an

island of 355 people, making sure that local

residents comply with the curfews that are

implemented every day on the island to main-

tain silence in the evening and for religious

purposes.

According to the rules, all the people should

stop working at 6 pm, and on Sundays no

work is allowed. From 18:00 to 18:50, people

can’t make any noise or play games, and are

supposed to rest after the day’s work. From

18:50 till 19:00, all the residents should stay

indoors and pray. From 19:00 to 21:00, people

swim, do their chores or play sports. At 21:00,

all the children have to go to bed. After 23:00,

it is not recommended to walk on the streets

or make any noise.

Fale Village, Fakaofo Atoll, Tokelau

(New Zealand), 2016

Laji, 14, dances in an abandoned house that 

was partly destroyed be the sea. The house,

in Jernok Village, has become a hangout for

teenagers and a place where adults go to

drink alcohol.

Jernok Village, Majuro, Marshall Islands,

2014

Former president of Kiribati, Anote Tong, 

during his presidency, dancing with residents

of Abaiang during an official visit in early

2016.

Koinawa Village, Abaiang Atoll, Kiribati, 2016



Mangrove saplings rising up from the pollut-

ed water in the area of Aberao Village that

gets flooded during high tides.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2014

Tree roots and logs in the sea near a beach 

in Lord Howe Settlement during flooding that

occurred in February 2016. In February 2015,

on Guadalcanal Island, tropical rains fell al-

most non-stop. The resulting floods caused

the water level to rise for several days. It is

thought that these events happened because

of changes in weather patterns caused by El

Niño and climate change.

Honiara, Solomon Islands, 2016

The drowned body of a dog lies on the sand 

in an area of Tebikenikoora Village that gets

flooded during high tides. The village is

regularly flooded during high tides despite

residents’ attempts to build sea walls or take

care of those that were built by the local gov-

ernment, but frequent big waves continue to

damage them, putting residents’ houses, and

gardens under constant threat.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2014

An animal carcass half buried in the sand at 

Point Barrow. The place is used by locals for

disposing of whale bones and visitors are

warned not to go to Point Barrow without an

armed guide, as hungry polar bears often

wander around, attracted by whale remains

and looking for food.

Alaska, USA, 2016




A stone staircase leads down to the Tautu 

sea track and reef, one of the few tourist at-

tractions on the island of Niue.

The tiny island of Niue in the South Pacific,

also known as the ‘Rock of Polynesia’, is one

of the most remote places in the world, only

accessible by private yacht or by plane (which

flies once or twice a week from Auckland). It is

part of the ‘Area of the Realm of New Zealand’

and all Niueans have New Zealand citizen-

ship. Due to lack of opportunities on the is-

land and high unemployment, about 90-95%

of the population – some 20,000 people –

now live in New Zealand. The population now

stands at less than 1,500, making it one of the

least populous countries in the world.

Niue, 2014

Roshaun Tuzroiluke, 11, from Alaskan native 

village of Kivalina, holding tipook fish in his

hands.

Kivalina, Alaska, USA, 2016

A father and son in a house in Lord Howe

Settlement, a district of the capital Honiara,

which is populated by people from Ontong

Java Atoll (also known as Lord Howe Atoll), a

Polynesian outlier of the Solomon Islands. Its

people have been moving to Lord Howe Settle-

ment in search of a better life since the 1970s.

Climate change leading to rising sea levels

and consequent food insecurity now means

that the atoll is existentially threatened.

The remaining Ontong Javanese people are

considering the possibility of relocating com-

pletely to Santa Isabel Island and to Honiara.

Lord Howe Settlement, Honiara, 

Solomon Islands, 2016



Yasmin, 12, sits on a stack of plastic chairs in 

a school gym. About 170 students attend

classes at Niue High School. The majority of

them will go to New Zealand to study or look

for better job opportunities.

Alofi, Niue, 2014.

Indigenous people riding quad bikes past 

storage tanks and warehouses in Kivalina

Village.

Alaska, USA, 2016

A young man pulling wheelies on a motorbike 

in Shishmaref’s cemetery.

Shishmaref is one of the settlements most

affected by climate change in Alaska. Lo-

cated on a sandbar between Chukchi Sea

and Shishmaref Lagoon, the village has lost

significant landmass to rising sea levels and

coastal erosion. Global warming causes sea

ice formations to occur later in the year, leav-

ing the island unprotected from strong fall

storms. In 1995, the village had to move their

airport to a new location as the old runway

was closed due to erosion. Since 1997, the old

airport has been used as a relocation site for

houses threatened by coastal erosion on the

other side of the village. On 16 August 2016,

the village residents voted to relocate their

town to a safer place.

Shishmaref town, Alaska, USA, 2016 




People carrying a coffin to Newtok cemetery 

that is located on the other bank of Kealavik

River across from the village.

Newtok Village, Alaska, USA, 2016

Ben, 9, standing in the tent where his family 

took shelter after their home was destroyed

by Cyclone Winston.

On 20 and 21 February 2016, the category 5

Severe Tropical Cyclone Winston hit Fiji, de-

stroying the country’s infrastructure and peo-

ple’s homes. More than 22,600 people lost

their homes and were housed in hundreds of

evacuation centres across the country.

Viti Levu Island, Fiji, 2016

JJ, 17, casting his fishing net into the sea from 

a jetty in Fale Village.

Fakaofo Atoll, Tokelau (New Zealand), 2016

Two seagulls eating scraps on a street in 

Nikolskoye Settlement on Bering Island.

Commander Islands, Kamchatka, Russia,

2016



Cameron (10, left) and Frederick (8, right) 

holding their air rifles while standing on a

seawall built in 1997. They pose after a severe

storm eroded over 10 metres of the northern

shore of the village.

Shishmaref Village, Alaska, USA, 2016

Children playing ‘hide and seek’ in Teone’s 

graveyard. Massive coastal erosion in Teone

has uprooted many coconut trees , and the

sea has eaten its way into and around the

trees that are still standing. People from Te-

one are threatened on one side by the ocean

and its tide surges and on the other by a pit

that fills with salt water at high tide due to

soil salinisation.

Funafuti, Tuvalu, 2015

Children from Eita Village swimming in an 

area inundated by seawater during high tide.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2016

Tire, 10, uses the inner tube of a car tyre to 

swim in a flooded area of his home village of

Eita.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2016




A boy walks from school to his house in Aber-

ao Village during high tide.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2014

Hetu, 8, lifting up a shark that was caught by 

local fishermen for ‘inati’. Inati is a traditional

and unique community fishing and distribu-

tion system that is practised in Tokelau. The

system ensures that all families have some

fish. All men are required to take part in a

fishing activity. The catch is shared equally

among the community; all family members

are counted, and the sharing depends on the

number of people in a household.

Fale Village, Fakaofo, Tokelau (New Zealand),

2016

An aerial view of Betio, the largest township 

of Kiribati’s capital on the South Tarawa. It is

the most populated place in Kiribati with

about 16,000 people living in slum-like condi-

tions within an area of 1.54 square km (0.59

square miles). Betio is regularly threatened

by rising sea levels and king tides. Its popula-

tion density of almost 10,000 per square kilo-

metre is among the highest in Oceania.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2016

A crew member rests in a hammock strung

onboard the ‘Manu Folau’ as it travels the

inter-island routes to Nui Island in the Central

Islands Group of Tuvalu. The island nation has

only two ships, the ‘Manu Folau’ and the

‘Nivaga II’, that travel between the outer is-

lands (which are accessible only by boat)



transporting goods and passengers.

Tuvalu, 2015

A fishing net laid out to dry on a makeshift 

fence on the shore of the Oktyabrsky Settle-

ment, an area heavily affected by coastal

erosion.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

A man carrying a baleen walks past a whale 

skull decoratively installed in front of the

Iñupiat Heritage Center.

Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, USA, 2016

Eliuda Toxok, a shark caller from Messi Village, 

paddles his outrigger canoe in the Bismarck

Sea while trying to catch a shark. Shark calling

is the ancient tradition among the fishermen of

New Ireland. Locals say that they see fewer

sharks every year, connecting this to climate

change.

New Ireland, Papua New Guinea, 2013

Teresa, 7, brought her 3-year-old sister Terada 

to the lagoon to play in the water.

“When it’s a high tide, the kids usually play

near our house, and the whole area gets

flooded. They don’t need to walk to the sea,”

says their mother, 48-year-old Karekiata. “For

me it’s not that enjoyable, as we had to move

our garden further inland of the island, for the

sea water not to destroy our crops and taro.”

Tebunginako Village, Abaiang Atoll, Kiribati,

2014




A child looks at a scuba diver through a port-

hole at UnderWater World aquarium in Tumon

Bay.

Guam, USA, 2015

Kalo, 9, from Niue Island, playing and diving 

into the water in the Pacific Ocean.

Niue, 2016

Because of rising temperatures, part of the 

Northwestern Glacier in Kenai Fjords National

Park has retreated.

Alaska, USA, 2016

A view over the Alaskan coastline from an 

airplane.

Alaska, USA, 2016



A polaroid image of the Northern Lights in 

Shishmaref’s grocery store.

Shishmaref Village, Alaska, USA, 2016

Clothes and shoes displayed in a shop at 

Ust-Kamchatsk airport, a refuelling stop for

planes travelling between Bering Island and

Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.

Ust-Kamchatsk, Kamchatka Peninsula, Rus-

sia, 2016

An aquarium with sea plants and tropical 

fish at the Palau Aquarium.

Koror, Palau, 2015

A view of bluebells growing in a field. 

Shishmaref Village, Alaska, USA, 2016

Cascade Glacier in Prince William Sound, one 

of many Alaskan glaciers that retreated in the





past year. The whole rock was covered in ice

in 2003. Since then, the ice has retreated to

its current size.

Prince William Sound, Alaska, USA, 2016

Pauly Andy, 38, walks on the muddy shore of 

Mertarvik on Nelson Island, the new site that

was chosen to relocate Newtok Village. New-

tok residents have decided to move as it will

soon no longer be a viable place to live due to

climate change. Travelling to Mertarvik is pos-

sible only by boat, as it does not yet have a

runway. Those climate refugees who have

relocated there already still have to travel

back to Newtok, as it’s only there that they

can buy food, have medical check-ups, attend

church services and send their children to

school.

Mertarvik, Alaska, USA, 2016

A dog at a beach at Lord Howe Settlement, 

which is populated by people from Ontong

Java Atoll.

Honiara, Solomon Islands, 2016

A man prepares to throw an anchor into the 

sea near Mertarvik, the new site to where

people from Newtok Village are relocating.

Mertarvik, Alaska, USA, 2016



Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, a city on the 

shores of the North Pacific Ocean in the Rus-

sian Far East, seen from the boat.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

A fisherman stands near a ferry crossing 

point on the Bolshaya River.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

Husky dogs chained on a street in Kivalina 

Village. Locals use them for hunting in the

tundra.

Alaska, USA, 2016

Edwin Weyiouanna, 51, in his house in Shish-

maref Village.

Alaska, USA, 2016

Franklin Knox, 42, holding an artwork he 

carved out of a bowhead whale’s tailbone

while staying near a house in Kivalina Village.

He says: “All our community is waiting to be

relocated. The village shore is being eroded

and big storms threaten our homes. We need

to leave this place. We don’t have much time

left.”

Kivalina Village, Alaska, USA, 2016





Fishing boat captains drinking vodka and 

playing with their dog during the morning of a

stormy day on which they were not able to take

their boats out to sea. They live in Oktyabrsky

Settlement in Kamchatka, Russia. In the

1970s, the sea started claiming the land and

destroying part of the settlement. Almost three

entire streets have disappeared under water.

Huge waves further damage the remains of

some former apartment buildings. Locals

and climate experts believe global warming

is responsible for this situation, causing mild

weather and a consequent melting of sea ice,

which used to protect the shores of Oktyabrsky

Settlement from strong autumn and winter

storms.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

Valentina (7, right) and Nadia (4, left) playing 

with their godfather Konstantin Lavrov, 42, in

his apartment in the Oktyabrsky Settlement.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

Charlotte, 2, sits on a heater in a house in 

Kivalina Village.

Alaska, USA, 2016

Native artists in their workshop where they 

carve traditional Iñupiat artwork from bone.

Shishmaref Village, Alaska, USA, 2016



Station Chief of the Barrow Observatory, Bryan 

Thomas, holding two five-litre flasks used to

collect samples of air during a weekly experi-

ment. Here, he measures the background level

of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

At the observatory, he and his colleagues study

the effects of global warming on the population

of birds, polar bears, and other Arctic animals,

as well as measuring levels of sea ice melting in

the Arctic Ocean. All the data is sent to the San

Diego laboratory for analysis.

According to Bryan, the levels of carbon dioxide

have been dramatically increasing since the

observations started in 1975.

Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, USA, 2016

Alexandra, 18, aboard the MV ‘Vasily Zavoiko’, 

looks out to sea during a trip to Bering Island.

Commander Islands, Kamchatka, Russia, 2016

Homes and military radars as seen from the 

MV ‘Vasily Zavoiko’ approaching Nikolskoye

Settlement on Bering Island. It is the last Rus-

sian settlement in the Pacific Ocean before the

maritime border with the United States.

Commander Islands, Kamchatka, Russia, 2016

Dwain, 13, originally from Tuvalu, holds a bat 

that was shot by his grandfather in Huvalu

Forest. Bats are not only a delicacy in Niue, but

some villagers hunt them for their everyday

meals. In an attempt to boost the population,

the Niue government has invited immigrants

from neighbouring Tuvalu – which is facing

problems due to climate change-related rises

in ocean levels – to come and settle in Niue. At

the beginning of the century, around 100 Tu-

valuans settled on the island.

Huvalu Forest Conservation Area, Niue, 2014





Gennady Yakovlev, the oldest Aleutian of the 

Commander Islands, wearing a traditional

costume in his apartment in Nikolskoye Set-

tlement. He is one of the only two Aleutian

people in Russia fluent in their native lan-

guage. Nowadays, the Russian Aleutians are a

community of just 400 people. Three hundred

of them live in Nikolskoye Settlement on Ber-

ing Island and the rest are spread across Rus-

sia and the former USSR. The majority of them

have Russian-Aleutian heritage and communi-

cate mainly in Russian in their day-to-day life,

whilst using only some words of their ances-

tors’ language.

Commander Islands, Kamchatka, Russia, 2016

Jack Pombo, 41, from Trin Village, holding a 

dead bird of paradise. He finds many dead

birds when he goes to logging areas. “Before,

our forest was full of birds. We had parrots,

birds of paradise. Now many of them are gone

because we don’t have a forest anymore.

Some birds died, some moved to different

areas. Some come to our gardens and destroy

our crops.”

East Sepik, Papua New Guinea, 2014

Ehekia Sili, 51, working in their garden on Te 

Lafu Islet, where residents of Fakaofo grow

taro and coconuts.

Fakaofo Atoll, Tokelau (New Zealand), 2016

Ryan, 10, from the native Alaskan village 

of Newtok, playing with a seagull that his

friends caught near a riverbank.

Alaska, USA, 2016



A man carries dry banana tree leaves to cover 

a section of roof on a traditionally built house.

North Tarawa, Kiribati, 2016

An aerial view over the Alaskan coast near 

Nome town.

Alaska, USA, 2016

Martha Wokma, 49, with her nephew, stand-

ing near the collapsed logging bridge. “We

can’t take this road anymore, we can’t visit 

our relatives and friends in other villages. The

logging company did big damage to our vil-

lage and environment and they never paid

any compensation.”

Manwara Village, East Sepik, Papua New

Guinea, 2014

A boy washes his face near the logging 

bridge that collapsed shortly after the logging

company stopped using the road. The bridge

blocked the river stream and its water became

dirty. Locals previously used the water to

wash sago in.

Turubu area, East Sepik, Papua New Guinea,

2014

Logging area near Trin Village, inland Turubu. 

East Sepik, Papua New Guinea, 2014





Nobert Mor, 13, sits on a dead tree while the 

village kids play on the shore.

Taul Village, Turubu Bay, East Sepik, Papua

New Guinea, 2014

Locals in the back of a pickup track on the 

logging road in the Turubu area.

East Sepik, Papua New Guinea, 2014

Peter Moskvetin, captain of a local fishing 

boat, crossing the Bolshaya River together

with Svetlana to visit their friends in a nearby

fisherman’s camp.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

A family of hunters finish butchering a seal. 

Because of climate change, it is more difficult

for the local hunters to hunt seals and whales.

Many of them say that 10 or 15 years ago they

had to be very unlucky to go out to sea in the

summer and come back without a seal. Nowa-

days, this is the experience of many hunters.

Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, USA, 2016



Lika, 10, in front of the Lenin monument in 

Nikolskoye Settlement on Bering Island.

The climate on the island has become much

milder over the last decades, according to the

weather station’s director, Svetlana Danilova.

Sea ice is no longer forming between Bering

Island and Toporkov Island. Locals remember

that back in the 1940s they would walk across

the ice from one island to the other.

Commander Islands, Kamchatka, Russia, 2016

A girl runs from the rain hiding beneath a 

towel in Aberao Village.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2014

Valery from the Chuvash Republic, Russia, 

standing in the ruins of one of the abandoned

apartment blocks of the so-called 2nd Base

on the shore of the Okhotsk Sea.

Oktyabrsky Settlement, Kamchatka Peninsula,

Russia, 2016

Roxanna Miller, monitoring technician of the 

University of Guam Marine Lab, inspecting

species of staghorn corals severely impacted

by coral bleaching events in 2013–2014. The

bleaching resulted in the loss of about half of

all Guam’s staghorn corals. Although the re-

maining corals are slowly recovering, because

of the increasing effects of global warming

they can be affected again by rising water

temperatures and extreme low tides. Loss of

the coral reefs would directly impact local





fishermen, and reef flat fish communities

would lose their habitat and ability to survive.

Guam, USA, 2016

Mike Parikeao, 32, climbs a dead coconut 

tree in Tebunginako Village. Because of rising

sea levels, erosion and saltwater inundation,

most of the village’s residents had to relocate.

Abaiang Atoll, Kiribati, 2014

Concrete seawalls surround Fale Village on 

Fakaofo Atoll. Over three hundred people live

here and another 200 reside on the nearby

island of Fenua Fala.

Fakaofo Atoll, Tokelau (New Zealand), 2016

A father and son building a seawall in front of 

their house in Fale Village. The Fale Islet has a

height of no more than two metres above the

high water mark during ordinary tides. In an

attempt to fight the rising sea levels, Fale resi-

dents have enclosed their islet in concrete sea-

walls between five to seven metres high, hop-

ing to protect their homes from storm surges.

Fakaofo Atoll, Tokelau (New Zealand), 2016

Frank, 13, standing on a seawall that protects 

his family home from the rising seas. His

parents say that despite the wall, during high

tides the water breaks into their yard.

Jernok Village, Majuro, Marshall Islands,

2014



Tietaake, 3, sitting on a raft that is used to 

transport residents of Eita Village through the

flooded areas during high tides.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2016

I-Kiribati children climbing a rusty shipwreck 

in Betio town in South Tarawa. The ship was

lifted by king tides and crashed into a Betio

seawall in February 2015.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2016

Mark Pokakes, 41, stands near his house in 

Pamachau Island in Papua New Guinea. Pam-

achau was affected by the king tide that hit

the island in 2012. Many houses were dam-

aged by the seawater and a few of them even

collapsed. This remote island accommodates

40 people and their only fresh water source

comes from rain.

Manus Province, Papua New Guinea, 2014

Bili Bili, 17, holding a fish that he has just 

caught during ‘taula’, weekly collective fish-

ing in the ocean. Taula is a part of the Toke-

lauan ‘inati’ tradition, which is a unique Poly-

nesian community fishing and distribution

system that is practised only in Tokelau.

Fakaofo Atoll, Tokelau (New Zealand), 2016





Performers prepare for a Micronesian cultur- 

al show for a few tourists at the Fiesta Resort

and Spa, Saipan. In 2015, Typhoon Soudelor,

the worst storm in 30 years, destroyed many

homes and much of the island’s tourist infra-

structure. This gravely affected their tourist

industry, which is a vital part of their econo-

my. A large number of hotels were closed and

many locals lost their jobs.

Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands, 2015

Children playing on a street in Shishmaref 

Village.

Alaska, USA, 2016

A family walking on a dry riverbed with plas- 

tic containers filled with water from a well

located seven kilometres from the village.

Because of the drought, many Timor-Leste

villages have been experiencing difficulties

refilling their reservoirs, filled normally with

rainwater.

Liquica, Timor-Leste, 2019

Felizberta da Costa, 57, walks about five kilo- 

metres almost every day to the closest natural

water source to fetch water for her houses.

Liquica, Timor-Leste, 2019



Children and their parents having dinner 

in an evacuation centre at the AKP Primary

School in the town of Ba.

On 20 and 21 February 2016, the category

5 Severe Tropical Cyclone Winston hit Fiji,

destroying the country’s infrastructure and

people’s homes. Ba, Viti Levu Island, Fiji, 

2016

People swim, wash clothes and collect water 

from a river in the Blacksands neighbour-

hood of Port Vila, which was badly affected

by Cyclone Pam in 2015.

Cyclone Pam, a tropical storm that hit the

Pacific Island nation of Vanuatu on 13 March

2015, is considered one of the worst natural

disasters to affect the country. More than 15

people died in the storm and winds up to 165

mph (270 km/ h) caused widespread damage

to houses and infrastructure, leaving thou-

sands of residents homeless.

Efate Island, Vanuatu, 2015

Children of Yakel Village stand near their 

partly destroyed houses and wooden and

grass materials that will be used to rebuild

homes damaged by the cyclone.

Yakel Village is known for its preservation

of traditional lifestyle and culture and is a

tourist attraction. The village was damaged

by Cyclone Pam and locals lost their homes

and gardens. Since much of the tourist trade

stopped after the cyclone, Yakel people also

lost their income from foreign visitors.

Tanna Island, Vanuatu, 2015





Port Vila, the capital of Vanuatu, was badly 

damaged by Cyclone Pam. Many people lost

their homes and gardens, most of them stay-

ing at the local school, which became a shel-

ter for those who had nowhere to go.

Port Vila, Efate Island, Vanuatu, 2015

Children playing on a seawall in front of a 

rusty shipwreck in Betio Town.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2016

Children of Etas Village on Efate Island watch 

a water truck delivering drinking water to their

village. After Cyclone Pam hit Vanuatu in March

2015, many local communities were left with-

out fresh water supplies. International charity

Oxfam organised an airport water tank truck to

come to the villages around Port Vila and help

locals to fill their barrels with drinking water.

Efate Island, Vanuatu, 2015

Debris left after Cyclone Winston. The south- 

ern part of Taveuni Island in Fiji is among the

areas most affected by category 5 Cyclone

Winston in March 2016. Many villages were

completely destroyed and, as access to the

island was cut off, people were left without

food for several days.

Taveuni Island, Fiji, 2016



Marina Kalo, 30, mother of 5 children, with 

her daughter Ester, (3, right) and her niece

Leilani, (8, left) near one of the houses in

Pang Village that was destroyed by Cyclone

Pam.

Efate Island, Vanuatu, 2015

Salome, 6, skipping over high voltage wires 

in the Veicorocoro Settlement. After Cyclone

Winston hit Fiji in February 2016, affected

areas were without power for many weeks.

Viti Levu Island, Fiji, 2016

A cemetery in Jernok Village which is 

slowly being destroyed by the rising seas.

“Cemeteries along the coastline are being

affected,” says Kaminga Kaminga, a climate

change negotiator for the Marshall Islands.

“Gravesites are falling into the sea. Even in

death we’re affected.” In June 2014, rising sea

levels washed out the remains of at least 26

Japanese WWII soldiers on Santo Island.

Majuro, Marshall Islands, 2014

Fallen coconut trees and debris seen on a 

shore of Nui Island, Tuvalu. Nui Atoll was

affected by storm surges caused by Cyclone

Pam in 2015. 71 families (40% of the popula-

tion) from Nui were displaced and were living

in evacuation centres or with other families.

According to Tuvalu Prime Minister Enele





Sopoaga, an estimated 45 percent of the na-

tion’s nearly 10,000 people were displaced.

Nui Atoll, Tuvalu, 2015

A small islet in the Ulithy Atoll of the Fed-

erated States of Micronesia. With only a few

palm trees remaining, the islet is almost sub-

merged under water during high tides.

In late March 2015, Typhoon Maysak swept

through the states of Chuuk and Yap. The

storm swept away nearly 9,000 homes and

businesses, displacing more than 7,000 peo-

ple. On Ulithi Atoll, 95% of buildings were

completely destroyed. Locals were left with-

out power, drinking water and other resourc-

es. With winds of up to 240 kilometres per

hour, the typhoon killed four and injured ten.

Ulithy Atoll, Federated States of Micronesia,

2015

A girl passes a rusty shipwreck in Betio Town,

South Tarawa.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2016

Austin Swan, 31, with his children Blake (1,

left) and Charlotte (2, right). Austin is a hunt-

er and on his arm and shoulder he tattoos

pictures of animals he has killed. He says: “I

put all types of animals I killed on my arm as

a tattoo. But it’s less and less every year. Now

it’s time for caribous to come, it’s almost the

middle of July, but there is nothing yet this

year.”

Kivalina Village, Alaska, USA, 2016



Children playing near ‘Rai’ stones on Yap 

Island that are also called ‘Yapese stone mon-

ey’. Rai stones have been used as local cur-

rency in Yap State for many centuries. With

rising water levels, especially during high

tides and storms, locals are worried about

losing this unique heritage.

Yap Island, Federated States of Micronesia, 

2015

Margaret Jonathan, 46, walks through Pang 

Village, which was badly damaged by Cyclone

Pam. Margaret is a single mother and sup-

ports her two sons through selling vegetables

from her garden in a local market. Her house

and garden were completely destroyed by the

cyclone and she lost everything.

Efate Island, Vanuatu, 2015

Elva, 10, sitting on a dead coconut tree near 

Tina River in Niu Birao Village, Solomon Is-

lands. Elva’s family home once stood where

the river flows now. In April 2014, the house

was washed away by the flood along with

other 20 houses. Many families lost their

homes and gardens. Some still live in tents.

Some children have stopped going to school

because their parents don’t have money to

pay school fees.

Guadalcanal Island, Solomon Islands, 2016

A man rides a horse in a river on Viti Levu 

Island. The hillsides show the damage caused

by Cyclone Winston.

Fiji, 2016




Islands of the Vanuatu archipelago seen 

from a helicopter. Cyclone Pam, a tropical

storm that hit the Pacific Island nation of Van-

uatu on 13 March 2015, is considered one of

the worst natural disasters to affect the coun-

try. Over 15 people died in the storm and

winds up to 165 mph (270 km/h) caused wide-

spread damage to houses and infrastructure.

Vanuatu, 2015

Children playing in the water near the sea- 

wall of Aberao Village in Kiribati.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2014

Crew members of the ‘Manu Folau’ prepare 

small boats to transfer passengers to Nui Is-

land. The atoll has a land area of 3.37 km² and

it is home to 672 people.

Nui Atoll, Tuvalu, 2015

A man cuts up a log for firewood after it was 

washed onto the beach during floods, along

with large amounts of natural and man-made

debris.

Lord Howe Settlement, Honiara, Solomon Is-

lands, 2016



Destroyed buildings of the so-called 2nd 

Base, an area of Oktyabrsky Settlement that

is heavily affected by coastal erosion.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

A young man carries his 4-year-old son to the 

shore in heavy rain. They travelled to South

Tarawa by ‘te wa uowa’ (double) canoe, which

is the only way to get from the north of the

Tarawa Atoll to the south during high tide.

The 2015-2016 El Niño greatly impacted the

Kiribati islands. For nearly two years, it rained

almost every day in the northern part of the

Gilbert Islands chain. In 2015, the annual

rainfall was four times higher than average.

Despite this, the people of Kiribati had dif-

ficulties accessing clean drinking water as

most of the houses in South Tarawa don’t

have water tanks or gutters to collect the rain

water. People usually fetch water from wells,

but because of the open defecation (due to

the lack of toilets in many houses) and con-

tamination from domestic animals, the well

water carries infections and can’t be used

without it being boiled first.

In recent years, Kiribati has experienced sev-

eral diarrhoea outbreaks caused by rotavirus,

which led to the hospitalisation and even

deaths of young children.

Taborio Village, South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2016

11-year-old Baranika (front) and her friends 

inspect Baranika’s family home that was bad-

ly damaged by Cyclone Pam on March 10th,

2015.

Nui Atoll, Tuvalu, 2015





A girl sitting on an elevated boardwalk in 

Newtok Village. Newtok is no longer a viable

place to live due to climate change. The per-

mafrost has melted, which is why the board-

walks have been installed. Villagers are relo-

cating to a new site.

Alaska, USA, 2016

Girls play in a sea among rubbish and debris 

that was brought to the shores of Lord Howe

Settlement by Mataniko River during a flood.

Honiara, Solomon Islands, 2016

A dead tree on a Jernok Village shore in 

Majuro.

Majuro Atoll, Marshall Islands, 2016

A woman trying to pull her feet out of the 

mud in a mangrove plantation, which gets

flooded during high tides.

In 2011, over 37,000 mangroves were planted

as part of the Kiribati Adaptation Program in

North and South Tarawa as well as on other

Kiribati atolls. More mangrove trees are being

planted to prevent further coastal erosion in

local communities. The Kiribati Adaptation

Program has a total budget of GBP 6.9 million

(USD 10.8 million) funded by the Australian

and Japanese governments, among others.

South Tarawa, Kiribati, 2014



Richard Stasenko, 74, a teacher retired from 

Shishmaref High School, looks out from a

window in his house.

Shishmaref Village, Alaska, USA, 2016

A Motuan man emerges from the water near 

his house in Hanuabada Village after spear-

fishing.

Hanuabada is a coastal village situated on

the outskirts of Port Moresby, the capital of

Papua New Guinea. Makeshift houses are

constructed on stilts above water, with no

sewerage and disposal systems. Human

waste and other refuse fall into the water

below the houses, where adults and children

swim, wash and fish.

With climate change, tides in Hanuabada are

rising, exacerbating already severe sanita-

tion issues. During high tide events, human

waste especially flows freely between water

resources, and the incidence of water-borne

diseases (i.e. diarrhoea, dysentery, typhoid)

rises significantly.

Hanuabada, Port Moresby,

Papua New Guinea, 2013

Elita Lugky, 35, sits beside her paralysed 

daughter Princess, 7, in their house in the

North Camp slum.

Ebeye Island, Kwajalein Atoll,

Marshall Islands, 2014

Screening of the Tom & Jerry cartoons for 

the kids in ‘Maneaba’, a traditional I-Kiribati

community house in Tebero Village. Children

of Kiribati are sometimes called ‘the last gen-





eration’. By 2030, the sea level rise is project-

ed to be in the range of 5-14 cm. The sea level

rise combined with natural year-to-year

changes will increase the impact of storm

surges and coastal flooding, making many

areas of the country uninhabitable and forc-

ing its residents to become ‘climate change

refugees’.

Abaiang Atoll, Kiribati, 2014

A girl playing in a remains of a barrel near 

the shore.

Tebunginako Village, Abaiang Atoll, Kiribati,

2014

An aerial view of the island of Nauru. 

Nauru, 2016

Children play near an abandoned house in 

the Location Block Area. The Location Block

was a residential area for foreign miners who

came to Nauru to work in the phosphate mine.

After the closure of the mine in the early

2000s, most of the miners left Nauru and the

Location Block became a squatters settle-

ment mostly populated by locals.

Nauru, 2014

Irina, a worker at the local fish processing 

factory ‘Narody Severa’, during a picnic on

Oktyabrsky beach. On stormy days, the facto-

ry remains closed and many of its workers

enjoy downtime at the beach, having picnics

and drinking vodka.

Oktyabrsky Settlement, Kamchatka, Russia,

2016



Oved, 62, sitting on a grave in one of many 

Ebeye cemeteries. Because of extreme over-

crowding, all local cemeteries are full and

now serve as a place for children to play and

for adults to drink. Deceased people are usu-

ally buried on outer islands as there is no

room left in the central island cemeteries.

Ebeye Island, Kwajalein Atoll,

Marshall Islands, 2014

An Iñupiat girl, Amaia, 11, standing on an ice 

floe on a shore of the Arctic Ocean in Barrow,

Alaska. The melting of the Arctic ice is one of

the many effects of global warming that has a

serious impact on the lives of humans and

wildlife. In recent years, big ice floes can be

found further from the shore, as the sea ice

starts melting earlier and faster. Melting gla-

ciers and sea ice in Alaska led to the mass

migration to the coast of walruses and sea

lions in 2015. Usually living and breeding on

the ice, the animals were forced to seek ref-

uge on the beach, as the ice was too thin to

sustain them, or even absent. It is also get-

ting more difficult for the Iñupiat people to

hunt seals and walruses who mostly live on

the sea ice.

Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, USA,

2016

Jalene Kanayurak, 22, (left), won a Ms Top of 

the World beauty contest held on Indepen-

dence Day. For the next 12 months, she will be

expected to actively participate in community

life, promoting good health and an alcohol-

and drug-free lifestyle among the youth of

Barrow and other places of the Alaska North

Slope.

Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, USA,

2016





Jacob Harris, 23, a botanist and a guest re- 

searcher at the Barrow Arctic Research Centre

and Barrow Environmental Observatory check-

ing open-top chambers installed in the tundra.

His research is part of the International Tundra

Experiment that attempts to map the effects of

climate change on the tundra. This includes

an investigation into the impact of increased

temperatures on local plant communities.

Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, USA,

2016

Children playing in the sea near Taborio Vil- 

lage, South Tarawa.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2016

Children playing the ‘Cemetery’ game on one 

of Ebeye’s sandy beaches. People on this

island suffer numerous diseases and the mor-

tality rate is one of the highest in the Republic

of the Marshall Islands.

Ebeye Island, Kwajalein Atoll,

Marshall Islands, 2014

Children at a birthday party on the seafront 

on Ebeye Island. More than half of the island’s

inhabitants are children under 18 years of age.

Ebeye Island, Kwajalein Atoll,

Marshall Islands, 2014



Women from a local church group gather for 

prayer at one of Ebeye’s cemeteries.

Ebeye Island, Kwajalein Atoll,

Marshall Islands, 2014

People sleeping on the upper deck of the 

‘Manu Folau’ as it sails to Vaitupu Island.

Tuvalu, 2015

Nadia (4, right) and her sister Valentina (7, 

left) looking into the window of their godfa-

ther’s apartment in the Oktyabrsky Settle-

ment.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

People attend Sunday mass at a Catholic 

Church in Newtok Village.

Alaska, USA, 2016





A child stands at the window opening in one 

of the many derelict houses on Ebeye Island.

Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands, 2014

Dead coconut trees in an area where the soil 

has become increasingly eroded and salin-

ised by regular flooding that occurs during

high tides.

Tebunginako Village, Abaiang Atoll, Kiribati,

2014

A girl walks near dead coconut trees in an

area of Abaiang Island.

Tebunginako Village, Abaiang Atoll, Kiribati,

2014

Children playing on a wooden frame used to 

dry animal skins in a native Alaskan village of

Shishmaref.

Alaska, USA, 2016



Children playing near a whale’s bleached 

bones and the frame of a boat, beside the

frozen water of the Arctic Ocean.

Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, USA,

2016

An Iñupiat woman jumping on a trampoline 

made from walrus skin during the Nalukataq

festival in Utqiagvik, the northernmost city of

Alaska. At the end of June every year, after the

spring whale hunting season, local whaling

crews celebrate their success. They distribute

‘quaq’, frozen whale meat, and ‘muktuk’,

whale blubber and skin, to the community.

After distributing the goods, locals partici-

pate in blanket toss, competing with each

other to jump up as high as possible, throw-

ing sweets to the kids while jumping.

Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, USA,

2016

Children walk among the detritus of a rub- 

bish dump. Children and many unemployed

adults often go to the dump in search of any

discarded items that they can use. Previously,

the land was used as a softball field, but local

authorities moved it to a neighbouring island

north of Ebeye.

Ebeye Island, Kwajalein Atoll,

Marshall Islands, 2014

Charla (left, 8) and Joel (right, 11) fishing near 

their home.

Kivalina Village, Alaska, USA, 2016





Youths on a beach in South Tarawa. 

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2016

An aerial view of Kotzebue Town in Alaska. 

The town is one of many places in the state

that is under threat from rising sea levels.

Kotzebue, Alaska, USA, 2016

A worker at the local fish processing factory 

‘Narody Severa’ on the eroded beach of Okty-

abrsky Settlement.

Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

Dawn at Messi Village, Papua New Guinea. 

New Ireland, Papua New Guinea, 2013

A man bathes in a flooded area of South Tara- 

wa during high tide.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2016



Children in front of the Kiribati Parliament 

House in South Tarawa.

Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, 2016

Children playing among palm trees on the 

shore of Mbunai Village.

Manus Province, Papua New Guinea, 2014

Passengers travel on a transfer boat to the 

‘Manu Folau’ ship while being evacuated from

Nui Island. The ship took them to Funafuti,

the capital of Tuvalu. Several atolls of Tuvalu

were badly hit by Cyclone Pam in March 2015.

Many residents left the damaged areas and

stayed with relatives in less affected parts of

the country.

Nui Atoll, Tuvalu, 2015

Ejit Island on the north-eastern fringe of Ma- 

juro Atoll became home for people relocated

from Bikini Atoll after the nuclear tests. The

island has lost its shore due to rises in sea

level.

Ejit Island, Marshall Islands, 2016

Andrey Savin, 61, and two fishermen stand- 

ing on the eroded coastline of the 49th Base.





Sometimes fishermen and poachers use the

ruins of the 49th Base as shelter for the night.

49th Base, Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia, 2016

A collapsed house on the banks of 

Mataniko River in Honiara, the capital of

Solomon Islands. In 2014, Guadalcanal Island

was badly affected by flash floods that took

the lives of 22 people and left approximately

9,000 homeless. Thousands of homes located

on Mataniko’s banks were washed away and

many gardens were destroyed.

Honiara, Solomon Islands, 2016

A girl standing on a shore during high tide 

and floods in Lord Howe Settlement. Accord-

ing to recent studies, the Solomon Islands

have already lost five islands due to rising

seas and erosion.

Lord Howe Settlement, Honiara, Solomon

Islands, 2016 

A flock of birds flying over the sea ice of the

Arctic Ocean near Point Barrow.

Alaska, USA, 2016
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Vlad Sokhin (Russia/
Portugal) is an award-winning
documentary photographer
whose work focuses on social,
cultural, environmental,
health and human rights
issues around the world,
including post-conflict and
natural disaster zones.
Sokhin’s work has been
exhibited and published
internationally, including at
Visa Pour 'lmage and Head On
ls and in National
, BBC World
Service, The Guardian, GEO,
The Atlantic, Stern, Le Monde,
Esquire, Sydney Morning
Herald, Marie Claire, amongst
others. For over a decade,

he has been collaborating
with a large number of

United Nations agencies and
international NGOs. Sokhin is
represented internationally
by the British photo agency
Panos Pictures.
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